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All bright and shiny 
 

We had to wait a while, but it was worth it 
 

Looking back at last spring’s newsletter, we were 
hoping that the sail repaint would be complete and 
shutters would be re-installed to have the mill 
operating again for much of the summer.  
Unfortunately the weather had other ideas, and it 
wasn’t until mid summer that the conditions were 
suitable for the millwrights to start climbing and 
painting.  By the end of the summer the sails were 
back together and looking splendid.   
 
Unfortunately just before the shutters were re-
hung, there was a small accident involving the 
striking chain and an open window which resulted 
in the tail pole snapping. 

 
The damaged parts 
were taken off the 
mill and the decision 
taken to repair and 
reuse the existing 
timber.  This repair 
became the main 
focus of the off 
season work.  The 
visitor centre was 
once again 
transformed into a 
workshop and the 
necessary scarfing, 
gluing, bolting and 
painting completed in 
time for the start of 
the season.   

Happily the visitor centre is just the right length to 

accommodate the tail pole — but there is not much 
room to spare 

The tail pole was re-hung in April and after several 
adjustments, the correct angle of dangle was 
restored to ensure that the chain hangs completely 
clear of the mill tower.   
 

We felt that the spruced up sails were being let 
down by the paint on the cap.  This is gradually 
being scrubbed down and repainted by the mid week 
working party.  Of course, all the new paint work not 
only looks good but helps preserve the timber.  
However, I suspect that  our engineering team are 
hoping to have nothing significant to paint this 
winter.      

A special visitor 
 

This summer, wherry Maud will be having an 
extended stay on the Southern Broads.  For some of 
this time she will be based at Hardley Mill from 
where she will be making trips to Beccles, 
Surlingham, and Loddon.  She can accommodate 10 
to 12 passengers on these trips, during which there 
is the option of helping the crew or simply enjoying 
the view.  For further details including how to book 
please visit - www.wherrymaudtrust.org.uk. 
 
Maud will also be at the mill and open to visitors at 
our annual Midsummer Frolic event on 24th June.   

Splendid isolation 
 

As you know, the mill is in an idyllic location.  
Relative isolation is part of its charm.  However, on 
event days access is made easier by the minibus 
which runs along the private track.  Our thanks go to 
Langley School who provide the bus and to the 
Wright family for use of their field for car parking.  
These make a great contribution to the success of 
our events for which we are most grateful. 



Help the mill through 
easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
hardleywindmill 
 
You could be raising money for the mill  from online 
shopping or searches.  Most participating retailers 
donate 1 to 3% of your purchase value and there 
are often special offers.  It really does work (we’ve 
had cheques to prove it!) so please give it a try. 

2017 opening and events  
 

April - June & September     Sundays 11am - 3pm 
July & August       Saturday & Sunday 11am - 3pm 
 
Ad hoc opening on other days - if the sails are 
turning the mill is open. 
 
2017 Events 
 
Sat 24th June 
 Midsummer Frolic  7 pm - 10:30pm 
  
 Including the chance to learn about trading 
 wherries as Maud  and members of the 
 Wherry Maud Trust will be with us for the 
 evening.   
 Our annual celebration of all things summery. 
   Relax on the river  bank and enjoy the 
 sunset.  Bar & BBQ plus music.  Walk from 
 Hardley Staithe (don’t forget a torch for the 
 return journey) or catch the minibus from the 
 sign posted car park near the village hall.  
 Bus running from 6:30 to 7:30pm and 9:00 to 
 10:30pm 

 

Thurs 13st July    6:30pm 
 Friends of Hardley Mill AGM + guest 
 speaker    
  
 Prof Andy Jones of Norwich Medical School  
 “Out and about in Norfolk—how might our 
 environment help us keep fit”. 
 AGM business will be followed by tea & 
 cakes.   
 Mini bus transport available from 6:00pm. 
 

Sat 16th September   11 - 5pm 
Yare Navigation Race Lunch 
 Enjoy views of classic broads sailing cruisers 
 competing in the annual Yare navigation 
 race.  2 course lunch served at 1:30pm. 
 Tickets £7.50 from Frances (01508) 520331 
 or Richard (01508) 521107 
 Minibus available 11:00am to 1:00pm and 
 3:00 to 4:00pm from car park near Langley 
 with Hardley village hall. 
 

Please see the website for further details.  
www.hardley-windmill.org.uk  
Or call Francis on 01508 520331 

Friends of Hardley Windmill  
New members always welcome.  2017 subscriptions 
are now due.  Please complete and return the 
enclosed form.   Alternatively complete your 
renewal online (instructions are on the form). 
 

We need more helpers for opening the mill 
and willing hands for special event days.  We 
won’t be able to continue our activities at the 
mill indefinitely without getting more help so 
please do get in touch. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support which helps 
keep the sails turning. 

The Hardley Windmill newsletter is published by the Friends of Hardley Windmill.    Members of the Friends help keep the 

sails turning by manning the mill and visitor centre, working on the restoration team, organising events and through 
subscription fees.  See www.hardley-windmill.org.uk for further details 

The mill on Facebook 
 

Get updates on opening and events, contribute your 
thoughts and photos and tell your friends all about 
us. 
 

www.facebook.com/HardleyWindmill 
 

We don’t make enough of this resource, would any-
one be interested in taking ownership of this and 
help to boost our profile? 

Mid Summer Frolic 2015.  A happy gathering enjoying the late 
evening sunshine    


