Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held 7.30 pm 4th April 2011

at Langley with Hardley Village Hall
Those present:  Mr S Frost (in the Chair), Mrs L Starman, Mrs J Chapman, Mr M Caston, Mr R Rockley, Mr N Sullivan
Mr A Gunson (County Councillor) and Mr D Blake (District Councillor)
Members of the public.

1.
Declarations of Interest - There were no declarations of interest.
2.
Apologies for Absence – Apologies were received from Mr C Townsend.
3.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting – The minutes of 7 March were agreed and signed as a correct record.
4.
Matters arising:
· There will be an election for parish councillors on 5 May, as there will be 8 candidates for the 7 places.  The list of candidates will be issued on Wednesday 6 April.

· Marianne Knights, who has accepted the post of Clerk, was introduced.  Responsibilities will be handed over during May.
· Dog fouling on playing field – no action had been taken and there have been no repeat incidents.  Situation to be monitored over the Easter holidays.  The grass will be cut on Thursday.  Some broken branches had been tidied.

· TPOs – to be covered under Item 12.

· Footpath – The footpath has dried up; therefore no further action has been taken.  The situation will be monitored over the holidays.
· Fly-tipping – Not considered a major problem.

5.
Clerk’s Report:

I am very relieved to say that a new Clerk has been appointed and Marianne Knights will commence official duties as from 1st June.     She, as you know, is here tonight and will be at the APM/AGM in May when the new Council will be formed and a new Chairman elected.

I have made contact with Dean Baldry and the Playing Field, etc will be cut on Thursday, ready for the children's school holidays.    Can we confirm how much of the area around the village hall was cut previously and let him know, please?

The accounts are ready to go to John Stroud who will audit our accounts this year.    It may be that another internal auditor will have to be found for next year.

I had a telephone call today from (Mr. Michael Pitchers) concerning the rise in the council tax.

I tried to explain to him that I had never taken a salary and he was quite abusive suggesting that the council had spent all the previous year's money on themselves.      

I suggested that he might like to take on the job of clerk for free but he didn't seem to understand.

I have been asked if Chris Townsend will continue to look after the War Memorial (next Agenda?)

I have not had anyone repair the grit bin or the area around the basket ball post in the playing field (Melly Frankland – next Agenda)

6.
Correspondence                

Glasdon Direct brochure

Barclays Bank – changes to terms and conditions – monthly billing

Broads Authority – CD – Local Development Framework – "Development Management Policies Development Plan Document" formal submission to Secretary of State 

Bus timetables from 4th April

Greater Norwich Development Partnership – JCStrategy - Notice of Adoption                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Notice of election (displayed in notice boards)

Natural England

European Habitats Direction – The Broads Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

NALC – The Localism Bill

Finance:  Chet News – request for donation - £30 last year – asking for an increase

Norfolk Association of Local Councils – Annual Subscription - £107.62

NRCC – Subscription – Associate Member - £15.00

Macmillan Cancer Support – Request for donation
7.
Planning:  South Norfolk Council

Mrs. C. Lambert, Mrs. J. Newbould & Mrs. D.M. Application No. 2011/0450

c/o 43 Earsham Street, Bungay

Land adjacent to Langley Cottage, Langley Street, Langley.

Demolition of existing timber outbuilding and replace with new timber outbuilding of same dimensions

1. Approved with comment “Improvement / well screened”
R.J. Waters Ltd., Keepers Cottage Farm, 15 Langley Park, Carleton St. Peter 2011/0406

Keepers Cottage – Conversion of disused farm buildings to form 3 self-catering holiday accommodation units.
2. Approved with comment “Concern about access and car parking”
Broads Authority – decisions made:  BA/2010/0404/CU – Change of use from redundant farm buildings 

Langley Abbey.   Approved with 11 conditions.

8.
Finance

Clerk:  Salary and expenses

Cheque No. 100709
£55.00


LWH Village Hall Rent


Cheque No. 100720
£20.00


NRCC
- Subs



Cheque No. 100721
£15.00


NALC
Subs



Cheque No. 100722          £107.62


Chet News – Donation


Cheque No. 100723            £35.00


The Council resolved to make a donation of £35 to the Chet News, although only £30 was in the budget this year’s budget.
Hardley Church contribution of £300 already approved – add to next agenda.
9.
County Councillor’s Report – Adrian Gunson
The Highway’s Agency had decided not to move the ditches along Acle New Road.  The Trowse traffic lights have now been altered to make it better for traffic leaving Norwich – a sensor had been over-counting traffic from Great Yarmouth.  The angle of some lights had been rectified.  It was reported that one amber light was not working on a set of traffic lights just before the bridge on leaving Norwich.

Mr Gunson had pressed the Highway’s Agency for more white lines, for example on Claxton corner and Lower Road, Rockland.

Norfolk County Council will be making a planning application for Bergh Apton recycling centre, however permission would expire in September 2012 and it would then have to close.  Mr Gunson had been chasing this up and suggested that the Parish Council reminded NCC to make the application.

The format of future South Norfolk Action Panel (SNAP) meetings is going to be altered by South Norfolk District Council.  It was felt that police matters were taking up too much time, with not enough time allowed for South Norfolk matters.  In the new arrangement, the police will have a contact point during the meeting and at the end of the meeting the Panel will decide on priorities, although this won’t be heard by the public.

Surface dressing is now in progress through Langley to the old bus shelter (“Meet and Turn Corner"), and it was requested this continue down Hardley Street and along Cross Stone Road.

Next month May Gurney would begin remedial surface dressing.  A different surface dressing had been used at stress sites (areas of heavy use), e.g. Hardley Road near Chedgrave Shops, however this hasn’t worked well and May Gurney are now seeking a different dressing.

Some potholes on Langley Road were reported to Mr Gunson.

10.
District Councillor’s Report – Derek Blake
The Joint Core Strategy for the Greater Norwich Development Plan had been approved.  Site specific allocations (replacement of local plan) would take at least a year to 15 months.
A query was raised regarding the state of some of the works of art along the Wherryman’s Way.  Mr Blake responded that these are the responsibility of the owner – possibly the Broads Authority - he would try to find out.

11.
Police Report
Mr Caston reported regularly seeing an unknown white van in the area, including his farmyard; however he had not informed the police.  The Clerk to be notified of any future sightings.
12.
Tree Warden’s Report – Carol Carpenter
A tree could be planted to the right of the small gate to the Playing Field to commemorate the Jubilee next year.  However the tree would need to be planted this November.  The Parish Council to give consideration to what sort of tree.

The Warden’s tree and hedge is doing well and the guards will be removed soon.

The Warden had attended the Secret Garden Day at Loddon School.  They need volunteers.

A new warden, Alan Ives, had been appointed in Claxton and had already visited Mrs Carpenter.

Ben Hogg had visited Oakleas and taken pictures of the big oak tree.  There is no record of a TPO on that tree.  Ben will send Steven Haydn.

The willow tree next to The Old Post Office, which has a TPO on it, is currently surrounded by builders junk.  Ben will write to The Old Post Office.

The lower branches of Martin Brown’s willow had been removed.  The Warden will look into possibly putting a TPO on it.

Ben Hogg would be attending the next South Norfolk day.

The Warden had visited Langley School and found the dead monkey puzzle trees still in place, but could not find the replacement walnut trees she had provided.  The Warden to chase up.
13.
Councillors' Reports
Mrs Starman advised that a “Ragbags” collection container had been added to the bottle bank area.  A percentage would be paid to the Village Hall and it is a school project.

The bottle banks needed emptying – Clerk to arrange.

Mr Caston agreed to check the bins in Langley Staithe to see if they needed emptying.

Mr Sullivan advised that Langley Church was entering phase three and art restorers had recently restored some paintings there.  The Church should be open by August.

Mr Rockley advised that Hardley Mill would be open from 16 April through to mid-September.  Work is ongoing and volunteers were being sought to open it.  Around 60 people helped open it last year.

14.
Public participation
Mrs Carpenter advised that the phone box had been decommissioned but was still there and it was a mess with lots of rubbish inside.  The pumping station had lots of brambles around it, plus a heap of garden waste and a bag containing broken tiles.  This is a public highway and is therefore the responsibility of South Norfolk.

The lay-by is a mess – responsibility of the Highways Agency, however the path belongs to Saffron Housing.

The letters had been removed from the sign at the bottom of Cock Road and the sign at the top had also been damaged – these are the responsibility of South Norfolk.
15.
Date of Next Meeting
Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting - Tuesday 10 May 7.30 p.m.   
 Meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
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