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Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

held 7.30 pm Tuesday 1 November 2011 at Langley with Hardley Village Hall

Councillors present:
Mr N Sullivan (Chair), Mr M Caston, Mrs J Chapman, Mrs F Kirkpatrick
Also present:
Mrs M Knights (Clerk), PCSO Kevin Nightingale, Members of the public
1. Declarations of Interest – There were no declarations of interest.
2. Apologies for Absence – Mr S Frost (Vice-Chair) – holiday, Mrs L Starman – unwell, Mr R Rockley – other commitments.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – One amendment, then approved and signed.
4. Matters Arising:
4.1 New equipment for playing field – As Mrs Starman had been on holiday there had not been any progress on this issue.  Review at next meeting.
4.2 Playing field sign and safety barrier – Linked to previous item.  Next meeting.

4.3 Location of Jubilee Tree – The Tree Warden suggested a new solution – she has six black poplar cuttings which could be planted (one for each decade).  They are a fast-growing, native species which is currently dying out and needs to be reintroduced.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to landowners asking permission to plant the trees on their land.  Clerk and Tree Warden to send letters.
4.4 Fish’s Lane​ – Mrs Chapman has requested some aerial maps.  She had not measured the lane as she was waiting for the neighbouring field to be ploughed.  Reconsider next month.
4.5 Prices for new dog waste bin – The Clerk had two prices from Glasdon Direct:
· Fido 25 - £87.61 + VAT
· Fido 35 - £153.40 + VAT
The waste bin on Forge Road isn’t used much – could this one be moved to a better location?  Clerk to get price for smaller bin and get prices for emptying of bins.  Councillors to consider where the bins need to be placed.
5. Clerk's Report:

· Wreaths are ready for collection from the Royal British Legion.  Chairman to collect and place on war memorials this weekend.
· Grit Bins: South Norfolk had called to say the bins will be filled within 2-3 weeks (although not filled yet).  They have over 500 to do in South Norfolk.  The bin at the bottom of Gentleman’s Walk was flooded and needed replacing.  Clerk to get order a new grit bin to replace the one with the broken lid.
· Website: Clerk requested that Councillors provide text and pictures for the website.

· Barclays: Still no response from Barclays to the two letters of complaint sent.  Internet banking now sorted out.
· The Clerk delivered a letter to Len Vellor regarding the red car parked on Langley Green.  Mr Vellor said he would move it but the reason he had put it there was to slow down traffic for the safety of the children in the area.  The car was still there on Sunday 23 October.  Clerk to write again to ask for it to be removed.
· New Cock Road sign: The Clerk asked what Councillors thought of the new-style sign.  They liked the new sign and asked that the one at the top of Cock Road was also replaced.  Clerk to arrange replacement sign.
· Initial training for clerk: Booked for Tuesday 15 and 22 November.

· Consumer Champion: The Clerk is now registered as a Norfolk County Council, Trading Standards “Consumer Champion” to can act as a point of contact for people in the community.
6. Correspondence:
6.1 Saffron Housing re Flats: Saffron had responded that a resident had been given permission to have a dog at the flats.  However, it was now thought that there was a new resident with another dog.  
6.2 Jubilee celebrations: Chedgrave Parish Council proposed that a party/barbeque is held in the Brian Clarke Rooms on one of the days during the long weekend in June, followed by a laser show in The Pits in the evening.  It was suggested that a different venue may be better for the party/barbeque – either The Pits or Chedgrave Church rooms.  Councillors offered the use of some marquees.   
For the full list of correspondence circulated but not discussed at the meeting see separate list.
7. Planning:
7.1 South Norfolk – 2011/1299 – Langley School, Langley Park, Langley – Installation of netball courts – Decision: Approved with 2 conditions

7.2 Broads Authority – BA/2011/0260/FUL – Environment Agency – Reedham to Cantley Floodbank, Compartment 12 – Piling removal and lowering of abandoned floodbank following completion of consented works pp BA/2007/0116/FUL
Decision: Approved with 4 conditions

8. Finance:
· Budget and Precept for 2012/13: Councillors agreed the budget prepared by the Clerk, with the addition of an allocation for Jubilee celebrations.   It was agreed that the precept would remain unchanged at £6,831.
	LwH Village Hall
	Rent
	Cheque 100737
	£20.00

	Norfolk Accident Rescue Service
	Donation
	Cheque 100738
	£20.00

	Mazars (external auditors)
	Annual Return
	Cheque 100739
	£168.00

	Barclays Bank plc
	Bank Charges
	-
	£2.50


9. County Councillor's Report – Not available.
10. District Councillor's Report – Not available.
11. Police Report – PCSO Kevin Nightingale:

In future there will only be one officer based at Loddon: PC Penny Farrow.  All other officers will be moved to Wymondham.  Emergency response will come from Norwich.  All police cars now have mobile computers which should improve efficiency and allow officers to spend more time in the community.
There have been 24 incidents in the parish since 1 August.  One incident involved a Landrover reversing into a field on Forge Road in the early hours of the morning.  In two separate incidents tractor weights and batteries were stolen from Ron Giles, and there had been an attempted break in at the Village Hall on 18 October.  Some suggestions for improving security were discussed.
A white van has been seen at many properties in the area, often asking for scrap metal etc.
12. Tree Warden's Report:

· Mrs Carpenter has ordered the hedge.

· Two small trees grown from seed have been planted at Langley Church – the rest will go to Ron Giles for planting.
· Pruning to be carried out with Dean Baldry.

13. Councillor's Reports:

· Mr Caston congratulated Mr Sullivan on winning the trip to Buckingham Palace next year.
· Mrs Kirkpatrick suggested applying for grant funding to produce a leaflet publicising the six heritage sites in the area and the footpaths.  This leaflet could be a Jubilee souvenir.  Mrs Kirkpatrick to find out what grants are available.  Mr Sullivan suggested that the Parish Council produce a souvenir coin for the Jubilee – Mr Sullivan to find out more.
· Mrs Chapman had been approached by a resident of Hardley Street, Mrs Conlin, who wondered whether the Parish Council would object if she opened her art studio to members of the public so they could buy her artwork.  Councillors had no objection as anyone can have an open studio.
· Mr Sullivan advised that Langley Church had held a wedding on 29 October and at the open day on Sunday 30 October had received around 80-90 visitors.  He confirmed that there will be a Remembrance Service on Sunday 13 November.  It was noted that this is the same day as Hardley Church.  Mr Sullivan was grateful to all the other churches in the area for hosting Langley School pupils while Langley Church had been unavailable.
14. Public Participation: A member of the public asked what the Parish Council could do about landowners who have allowed their hedges to become overgrown and overhang roads.  It was noted that hedges are overhanging roads in a number of places.  Clerk to contact County Councillor for advice and add to list of tasks for Community Rangers.
Clerk to check that a letter was sent to Bill Borrett regarding the cutting of Wherryman’s Way footpaths. 
15. Date of next meeting: 7.30 pm on Tuesday 6 December 2011 in Langley with Hardley Village Hall.  

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.
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