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Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

held 7.30 pm Tuesday 6 November 2012 at Langley with Hardley Village Hall

Councillors present:
Mr N Sullivan (Chair), Mr S Frost (Vice-Chair), Mr M Caston, Mrs J Chapman, Mrs F Kirkpatrick, Mr R Rockley.
Also present:
Mr A Gunson (County Councillor), Mrs M Knights (Clerk).
1. Apologies for Absence – Mrs L Starman (attending Neighbourhood Board meeting), Mr D Blake (District Councillor).
2. Declarations of Interest – None.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – The minutes were approved and signed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

4. Matters Arising:
4.1 New equipment for playing field and playing field sign – No update.
4.2 Damage to Nelson Oak – The Clerk showed some photographs taken of the damage.  Clerk to contact owner of the Staithe.  Mr Rockley to purchase posts and chains to be put around trees at both staithes.
4.3 Norfolk & Suffolk 4x4 Response – The Parish Council decided not to donate to this organisation as they felt the parish would not benefit from their services.
4.4 Repair of Playing Field Equipment – Two quotes were considered:
· Joy Playgrounds - £295.00 plus VAT – work could not be carried out before April
· Dean Baldry - £175.00
Dean Baldry to be asked to carry out the work.

4.5 Request by UK Power Networks to put electricity wires over playing field underground – UK Power Networks is planning to undertake some minor works in the area and would like to place the electricity wires crossing the play equipment in the children’s play area underground.

Councillors considered a plan showing the proposed cable route, and the overhead line which would be removed.  UKPN’s construction staff offered to meet with a representative of the Parish Council on site at the time of installation to ensure that everyone is happy.  The work would be wholly UKPN funded.  Councillors approved the work.
5. Clerk's Report:
· Cock Road sign reported as damaged and now repaired.
· Letter re roundabout sent to NCC and Loddon and Chedgrave.

· Various works carried out during the Ranger visit to Langley with Hardley on 3 Oct 2012.

· A member of public had written to the Parish Council about damage to the 24 hr free mooring area at Langley Dyke.  Broads Authority advised that they undertake regular checks on all moorings and this has been picked up and will be addressed.
6. Correspondence:
Councillors wanted to respond to the consultation “Broads Authority: Pre-submission publication – Proposed Broads Site Specific Policies Development Plan Document”.  Clerk to add to next agenda.
See list of correspondence circulated but not discussed at the meeting.
Planning – None received as at 29 October. 
7. Finance:
7.1 The following payments were approved:
	LwH Village Hall
	Rent
	100783
	£20.00

	Dean Baldry
	Grass Cutting (6th of 6 equal payments)
	100784
	£157.50

	Chedgrave Parish Council
	Contribution to Picnic in the Pits
	100785
	£200.00

	Kidz Kluster
	Donation to Youth Club
	100786
	£50.00


Account Balances at 29 October 2012:

Current Account
£4,506.03
Savings Account
£2,502.51
7.2 Budget and Precept for 2013/14:  Councillors considered the draft budget prepared by the Clerk.  However, the Clerk had been advised by South Norfolk that the precept could not be set until January 2013, as there was still no clear guidance from Government on their final decision as to how the tax base for parishes will be calculated and whether there will be any changes to how precepts are to be set.
9. County Councillor's Report: 
· Mr Gunson and a Highways Engineer had looked at the potholes in front of the houses on Gentleman’s Walk.  The edge of the road had deteriorated as the houses had not been built with a drop kerb for vehicular access.  Norfolk County Council will maintain the road but the edges will deteriorate if used to access drives.

· A complaint had been received that grass had not been cut along Hardley Street from Fish’s Lane to the end of the Street.  This was a valid complaint and would be rectified.

· The large hole reported in Hardley Road, Chedgrave has now been repaired.

· Broads Authority have been given £20,000 by Norfolk County Council for the weir on Hardley Flood.  A planning application is being made and the new weir should be in place in January/February next year.

· The River Chet is being dredged from Hardley Flood to Loddon basin.  This will not be a full dredge as the south banks are weak.
· The Environment Agency said they would abandon the south bank of the River Chet.  They have reconsidered this and will consult on an idea to preserve banks at a lower level and put in additional banks.

· George Lane, Loddon has a new drain near the Jubilee Hall.

· Dualling of the A11 will be done in the next two years.

10. District Councillor's Report – Not available.
11. Police Report – Not available.  Though Councillors were aware of three burglaries in Chedgrave and two in Claxton.
12. Tree Warden's Report:  Mrs Carpenter raised a number of queries via email:

12.1 Langley Dyke Nelson Oak:  This was covered under item 4.2.
12.2 Hardley Dyke Nelson Oak:  It seems that work is about to start on a new slipway right next to it.  This was also covered under item 4.2.
12.3 Tree Trimming:  Mrs Carpenter would like to work with Dean Baldry, some time in the next month, to remove lower branches from trees on PC land at the Hardley, Saffron Housing, site and also those overhanging the Playing Field.  Councillors requested more information and asked for Mrs Carpenter to discuss the matter with Mrs Chapman.
12.4 Millennium Oak Tree at the Old Wherry: Mrs Carpenter raised concern that the tree is now included in the new garden area and the commemorative plaque is obscured in the front hedge.  Clerk to write to residents to see what can be done.
13. Councillor's Reports:

· Mr Frost reported that the hedge on Gentleman’s Walk near Boundary Farm was overhanging the road.  Clerk to ask landowner for hedge to be cut back.
· A bale of straw is blocking the entrance to the bridleway at The Pit, opposite the Cross Stone Road junction.  Clerk to contact landowner to see if it can be removed.

· Stone Lane has had considerable works carried out (drainage and planings) which has not been done before.  The footpath sign has also been taken down.  Mr Gunson to investigate.
· Mrs Chapman reported that Lower Hardley Road had a lot of mud on it, making it difficult for cyclists.  Mr Caston advised that the farming activities causing the problem should be finished now and the mud will be removed.

· Mrs Kirkpatrick advised that Langley Cross needs attention.  The base of the cross is made of rubble and keeps requiring repair.  Steven Heyward of Norfolk County Council is looking at it.

· Edgar Hoddy of the Broads Authority was emailed in September about loose planks at the bird hide and the door sticking.

· Mr Caston:  There had recently been an issue with parking on Hardley Road where vehicles were causing an obstruction to farm traffic.  This in turn was causing damage to the verges and members of the public were concerned that their plants and fencing could be damaged.  Mr Gunson advised that obstructing traffic is a police matter and should be reported.  Councillors felt that in the first instance, a letter/leaflet should be put through the letterbox of all residents in the vicinity.  Clerk to draft a letter.
· Roadworks signs had been left at the side of the road on Norwich Road, Chedgrave for some months now.  Mr Gunson to see if they can be removed.
· Free moorings are no longer granted to residents of Langley with Hardley.

· Mrs Starman had advised that the Kidz Kluster youth club is very successful with 24 children attending each week, so successful in fact that there is a waiting list.  They are now in desperate need of more volunteers.
14. Public Participation – None.
15. Date of next meeting – 7.30 pm on Tuesday 4 December 2012 in Langley with Hardley Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
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