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Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

held 7.30 pm Tuesday 6 December 2011 at Langley with Hardley Village Hall

Councillors present:
Mr N Sullivan (Chair), Mr S Frost (Vice-Chair), Mr M Caston, Mrs J Chapman, Mrs F Kirkpatrick, Mrs L Starman, Mr R Rockley
Also present:
Mr A Gunson (County Councillor), Mrs M Knights (Clerk), Members of the public
1. Apologies for Absence – There were no apologies for absence.
2. Declarations of Interest – Mr Rockley and Mrs Starman declared an interest in a planning application made by Mr Rockley.  The documents had only been received by the Clerk the previous day so had not appeared on the agenda.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Approved and signed.
4. Matters Arising:
4.1 New equipment for playing field, sign and safety barrier – Defer to next meeting.  However councillors were concerned about the lack of a safety barrier.  Clerk to get two quotes and arrange for the barrier to be replaced.
4.2 Draft Letter to Landowners re Jubilee Trees – Councillors approved the letter drafted by the Clerk and the Tree Warden.  Clerk and Tree Warden to send letters to landowners.
4.3 Fish’s Lane​ – Mrs Chapman had not measured the lane.  It was felt that the lane could be levelled out to allow normal vehicles to use it and that the condition was particularly bad at the top of the lane.  Mr Gunson advised that Highways will not carry out the work.  Clerk to add to request to Highway & Community Rangers.
4.4 Prices for new dog waste bin – The Clerk advised that the Fido 25 was the smallest bin and this had now gone up in price to £90.24 + VAT.  Clerk to clarify charges for current bins.  Mrs Kirkpatrick to check use of Forge Road bin.  Add to next agenda.

4.5 Work for Highway & Community Rangers – Councillors suggested a number of items to be added to the list for the January visit.
5. Clerk's Report:

· Overgrown Hedges: If they belong to a landowner it is their responsibility.  Highways can write to landowners but we need to be specific regarding the locations.  Clerk to advise Highways of specific overgrown hedges. 
· Grit Bins: New bin obtained to replace broken one on Gentleman’s Walk.  Clerk to arrange siting and filling with grit.
· Clerk confirmed that the letter to Bill Borrett re cutting of Wherryman’s Way footpaths was sent in early September but as no acknowledgement had been received.  A copy was emailed on 4 November – still no response.

· Len Vellor’s car has been removed from the road.
6. Correspondence:
See list of correspondence circulated but not discussed at the meeting.
7. Planning:
7.1 Decision made: Broads Authority – BA/2011/0270/FUL – 15 Hardley Street – Mr Anthony Sadd – Approved with 3 conditions
7.2 Application: South Norfolk – 2001/1958 – Mr R Rockley – 10 Langley Street – Erection of conservatory – Approved
8. Finance:
· Revised Budget and Precept for 2012/13: Clerk had received notification from South Norfolk District Council that the taxbase for Langley with Hardley had been calculated to be 145 for 2012/13. It had fallen below the level expected because there had been an increase in properties subject to a Council Tax exemption, and there had been an increase in households with only one adult resident.  Councillors agreed to set the precept at £6,602 thus ensuring that the there would be no increase on the tax bill for Parishioners.  The Chairman signed the forms to be returned to South Norfolk.
· The following payments were approved:
	LwH Village Hall
	Rent
	Cheque 100740
	£20.00

	Royal British Legion
	Wreaths
	Cheque 100741
	£30.00


9. County Councillor's Report:

· A vehicle activated sign will be installed on the A146 at Thurton.  Mr Gunson has also requested one at Langley Green.

· Regarding speeding on Hardley Street, Mr Gunson advised that the Highways engineer had looked at the issue but the County Council are not setting many speed limits.  He suggested the Parish Council write to the owner of the wild fowl shoot.
· Hardley Road passing places had a number of pot holes.  Mr Gunson will ask Highways to fill them in.

10. District Councillor's Report – Not available.  Clerk to contact Mr Blake to request a report.
11. Police Report – Not available.  Statistics indicated no crimes reported within the Parish.
	 
	Other
	Burglary Non-Dwelling
	Criminal Damage
	Drugs Offences
	Fraud and Forgery
	Theft from Motor Vehicle
	Theft of MV Inc. TWOC 
	Theft Other
	Violence Against Person
	Total

	No Parish/Ward
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Broome
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2

	Chedgrave
	3
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	6

	Ditchingham
	1
	 
	1
	 
	 
	3
	 
	1
	 
	6

	Ellingham
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1

	Geldeston
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	3

	Gillingham
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Haddiscoe
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	3

	Hales
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1

	Heckingham
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	4

	Kirby Cane
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Loddon
	6
	 
	4
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	4
	16

	Thurlton
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	6

	Thurton
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	3

	Toft_Monks
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2

	TOTAL
	20
	1
	7
	2
	2
	4
	1
	5
	15
	57


12. Tree Warden's Report:

· Tree Week orders had been distributed.
· The photographic exhibition has been removed from Youngs shop window.

· Trees have been marked for removal from Mrs Roper’s copse as it was too dense and required thinning.

· Attending hedge laying course on Saturday.

· Councillors agreed to pay for some replacement gloves for the Tree Warden.

13. Councillor's Reports:

· Mrs Kirkpatrick: The bird hide had a hole in the roof: a Broads Ranger had volunteered to repair it and Mr Rockley had purchased the replacement sheet (£13.85).
14. Public Participation: The Chet News had published an article which included details of Chedgrave Parish Council, which included the previous Clerk’s email address.  Clerk to ask previous Clerk to stop using the old Parish Council email address as this could confuse members of the public trying to contact the Parish Council via the current Clerk. 
15. Date of next meeting: 7.30 pm on Tuesday 10 January 2012 in Langley with Hardley Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
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