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Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

held 7.30 pm Tuesday 5 November 2013 at Langley with Hardley Village Hall

Councillors present:
Mr N Sullivan (Chair), Mr M Caston, Mrs L Starman, Mr A Timmins.
Also present:
Mrs M Knights (Clerk), Mr A Gunson (County Councillor), Member of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence – Mr S Frost, Vice-Chair (holiday), Mrs F Kirkpatrick (holiday), Mr R Rockley (work commitments).
2. Declarations of Interest – Mr Sullivan declared an interest in items 8.1 and 8.2 as he is an employee of Langley School.
3. Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – None. 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Mr Gunson asked for a minor amendment to be made to the October minutes in relation to the medieval boat found in the Chet.  The minutes of the September and October meetings were then signed as an accurate record.  
5. Matters Arising:
5.1 Bid to Parish Partnership Scheme – The Parish Council had previously considered purchasing a mobile vehicle activated sign to deter speeding motorists through the parish.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact neighbouring parishes to see if they would like to share the unit.
6. Clerk's Report:
· Oil Buying Group: The scheme has been set up.  Forms are available on the website for residents to download.  An article will go in the Chet News and Contact magazine and posters will go in the notice boards.

· Hedge Cutting: Clerk to remind James Brett to cut hedge down to the top of the chain link fence.

· Langley Abbey: Mr Townsend will attend the December meeting to provide a report.
· Polo field at Langley Abbey: A response had been received from the Enforcement Officer regarding use of the polo field.  The owner of the site confirmed that a wedding had taken place and he had no plans to have any more.  Planning permission was not required to use the field for this purpose.  Part 4 ‘Temporary Buildings and Uses’ Class B of the Town and Country Planning General Permitted Development Order 1995 allows the temporary use of a field for not more than 28 days in total in any calendar year.  No further action could be taken on the matter.

The Licensing Officer provided details of the premises licence, indicating that the Abbey is licensed for the sale of alcohol from 8am to 1am on any day for occasional use only during functions and events.  It was suggested that if the level of noise is causing a detrimental effect to neighbouring properties that residents affected write to both the Licensing Officer and the Environmental Health Noise Team and it can be dealt with under the licensing objective of public nuisance.

· Staithe House: The Enforcement Officer advised that planning permission is required for the garage building that is being erected within the extended residential curtilage. The owner of the land has been requested to submit an application for permission.  Should no application be submitted the Development Management Committee will be advised of the breach of planning control and decide whether enforcement action should be taken.  With regard to the garden access off the field access on to Loddon Road this does not have permission to be a residential access.  However, if it is only used periodically and the accesses off Langley Street remain the main accesses then the occasional use does not constitute a breach of planning control.

· Hardley Staithe: Clerk had spoken to the Chairman of the Hardley Hundred regarding use of the slipway by residents launching canoes/kayaks.  He agreed to make enquiries regarding the situation and respond to the Clerk.   

· Remembrance Day Wreaths: Have been ordered and delivered.

· Phone Box: Damage reported to BT.
7. Correspondence:
See list of correspondence circulated but not discussed at the meeting.
8. Planning:
8.1 South Norfolk 2013/1719 – Application Type: Listed Building Consent – Langley School, Langley Park, Langley – Installation of new biomass boiler within existing adapted outbuildings and erection of flue – Approve – improvement to facilities
8.2 South Norfolk 2013/1804 – Application Type: Full – Langley School, Langley Park, Langley – Installation of new biomass boiler within existing adapted outbuildings and erection of flue – Approve – improvement to facilities
8.3 South Norfolk 2013/1886 – Application Type: Change of Use – Langley Abbey, Langley Green, Langley – Retrospective application for change of use of field for playing polo, with occasional vehicle parking – Refuse – this is another retrospective application and it is causing disturbance to neighbouring residents, also the application (Section 25) indicates that none of the land is part of an agricultural holding.  However, it is the Parish Council's understanding that the land IS agricultural and we are not aware of a change of use application having been made
8.4 Application Withdrawn: South Norfolk 2012/1294 & 2012/1387 – Staithe Cottage, Langley Street, Langley – Proposed 1 no 1 bedroom holiday let
9. Finance:
9.1 The following payments and income were approved:
	LwH Village Hall
	Rent
	100821
	£20.00

	Norfolk Rural Community Council
	Oil Buying Group Membership Fee
	BACS
	£20.00

	South Norfolk Council
	Precept
	INCOME
	£2,959.50

	HM Revenue & Customs
	VAT Repayment
	INCOME
	£225.95


Account Balances at 5 November 2013:

· Current Account: £6,388.31
· Savings Account: £2,503.75
9.2 The Budget v Actual report for the current financial year was considered and it was noted that income was just £9 less than anticipated and expenses were anticipated to be £3,400 less than budget.

Further information is awaited from South Norfolk before the precept for the next financial year can be set, but Councillors felt that there should be no rise in the precept and, depending on the grant awarded by South Norfolk, the precept could even decrease.
10. County Councillor's Report: 
· There had been some drainage problems on Hardley Road, Langley near the council houses.  This has now been cleared by Highways.
· Loddon Parish Council is not in favour regarding the planning application for 200 houses behind the doctors’ surgery in Loddon.  
· It was queried why there were traffic lights at the end of Rectory Lane, Chedgrave.  Mr Gunson to find out.

11. District Councillor's Report: Not available.
12. Police Report: Not available.  The Parish Crime statistics indicated that there had been no reported crimes in Langley with Hardley in October, though there had been eleven in Loddon and three in Chedgrave.
13. Councillor’s Reports:

· Mrs Starman is awaiting a letter from the electrical company before the defibrillator can be installed.
· Mr Sullivan: A successful concert took place at St Michael’s Church on Saturday 19 October.
14. Public Participation: It was queried why there had not been any minutes uploaded to the website since July.  It was explained that there was no August meeting and the September minutes had only been approved this evening because of the error in the minutes presented at the October meeting.
15. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 3 December 2013 at 7.30 pm in Langley with Hardley Village Hall 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
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