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Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

held 7.30 pm Tuesday 2 September 2014 at Langley with Hardley Village Hall

Councillors present:
Mr N Sullivan (Chair), Mr S Frost (Vice-Chair), Mrs L Starman, Mr A Timmins, Mr M Caston
Also present:
Miss Lisa Collins (Clerk), Mr A Gunson (County Councillor), Mr D Blake (District Councillor). 
1. Apologies for Absence – Mrs F Kirkpatrick (holiday), Mr R Rockley 
2. Declarations of Interest – None.
3. Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – None. 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting –the minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting.
5. Matters Arising:
5.1 To agree appointment of the new Clerk. Nigel apologised to Lynne and Richard for appointing without consultation.  Both Lynne and Richard were un-contactable (identified later as a phone issue locally). 2 candidates were interviewed, time was important due to Marianne’s and Lisa’s booked holidays. 
5.2 Renovation of the War Memorial- John Ling attended. Apologies received from Chris Johnson. John has more knowledge of the restoration and Chris the research.  John believes that we are also the guardians of the Hardley war memorial and need to consider both war memorials when going ahead with restoration.  Once completed  ongoing maintenance will be required.  In 2007 a tender was put out to restore stonework, re-cut names and cut additional new names on the Bergh Apton war memorial.  The decision to add an additional 40 names was a parish council decision to include amongst others those born & married within the village.  4 Tenders were received the most reasonable being £2317 + VAT and the most expensive £7300 with 2 others somewhere in the middle.  They went with the most reasonable quote not only for cost but also considering the company’s reputation, skills and knowledge.  The winning tender was Fairhaven.  English Heritage were a good source of funds, talk to them early on, don’t wait (large form to complete).  The Re-cutting cost £1 per letter, new letters to be cut (for additional names) were £3.50 per letter.  Two external grants were awarded - one was from English Heritage (£1100 against a request for £2000) and the War Memorials trust whose primary responsibility is to preserve and save memorials (£218 for re-cutting).  The balance of funds was raised locally including profit from the sculpture trail.  The total cost was £4292. Funding may also be available within South Norfolk from Norfolk Community Foundation.  A good source of advice can be gained from the local undertakers on what needs to be done to the stonework.  It is recommended we tie any restoration work in with the Centenary period or an important anniversary.  John will e-mail Parish Clerk with more information.  It was pointed out that some views are to leave the memorial alone to deteriorate naturally but the view of all those present was to be able to read names, restore the stonework and add additional names if appropriate.  Parish Clerk to check if there is a fee for a survey/assessment.  John was thanked.

5.3 Safety Inspection Report for the Playing field.  Parish Clerk to send copy of Inspection Report (Included in the monthly correspondence envelope).  Tony volunteered to carry out monthly inspections. His thoughts and observations are “Significant repair and maintenance work will be required in the next two years. No apparent recent wood treatment or maintenance programme is in place.  One swing broken and removed, a second swing incomplete, basketball net missing, nature board need removing, ropewalk to climbing frame damaged, big swing support moves in ground. Rather than continuing on going repairs it was thought that it would be better to seek a grant to renew play area equipment.  We should review the size and number of items to allow us to plan a regular maintenance programme.  Safety rail on swing broken”.  Parish Clerk to add Play area to next meetings agenda.  Parish clerk to contact Gary Shillings to remove rotten wood with sharp edges near swing.
5.4 To agree person(s) responsible for the SAM2 Vehicle Activated Sign(VAS). We share the VAS with Woodton and Hempnall. 3 locations recommended by Highways in our parish.  Parish Clerk to add to next meetings agenda.
6. Clerk's Report:
· VAT Receipts:  Clerk reminded Councillors to get VAT receipts for all goods purchased so that VAT  can be reclaimed.
· Grit Bin: The new Grit bin has been delivered to Marianne’s house. Highways are happy with the suggested location of opposite number 2 on the field side of the road.  Rangers have been asked to collect it from Marianne’s house, put it in position and fill it.
· Fish’s Lane: No parking signs are available at around £10.  They will need to be fixed to a post.  The Clerk to purchase a sign and get someone to attach it to a post.  It was agreed to put the sign at the bottom end of Fish’s Lane. Parish Clerk to go ahead with ‘No parking’ sign.
· Message from Gary Hayes:  “Could you bring up at the next parish council meeting the block surface water drainage to the corner of Langley road and Staithe road by the war memorial as the top of Langley street flooded last big downpour.  The drain at the op of Staithe road with the corner of The Avenues also not coping with the heavy downpour”  Marianne has forwarded to Bob Edwards for Highways to deal with.  Two drains outside the village hall were mentioned as being blocked, Parish Clerk to forward this information.
· VAT Reclaim: this has been sent off for the financial year 2013/2014 of £75.96.

· Annual Return:  Mazaars had some queries regarding the audit, which Marianne resolved.  However, when we revise the Asset Register at our Annual May meeting we need to ensure that each item has a purchase value- All assets on the asset register should have a value at purchase cost.  If unsure of what the purchase cost is then a proxy cost should be used as per the practitioners guide.  Community assets such as the war memorial should have a nominal value of £1. (Refer to page 77 of the practitioners guide).
· Finance: Account Balances as at 2nd September 2014, Current Account £2,111.82, Savings Account £5,405.43.  In case there are any problems setting up the bank mandate for the new clerk Marianne transferred £2,000 from the savings account into the current account.  Precept of around £3,000 is expected in October into the current account.
7. Correspondence: List of correspondence circulated following the meeting.
8. Planning: No planning applications were received.

9. Finance:
9.1 The following payments were approved:
	David Strickland
	Materials to repair Bird Hide
	100842
	£34.35

	LwH Village Hall
	Rent
	100843
	£20.00

	Dean Baldry

Gary Shilling
	Grass Cutting – Last of four equal payments
	BACS
	£118.75

£118.75

	Gary Shilling
	Removal of children’s swing
	BACS
	£50.00

	Marianne Knights
	Clerks Salary and Expenses – July-August
	BACS
	£348.10

	Reece Safety Products Ltd
	Grit bin for top of Gentleman’s Walk
	BACS
	£145.80

	Frances Kirkpatrick
	Wood Treatment for Bird Hide
	100844
	£12.00

	Playsafety Ltd
	Annual Inspection of Playing Field
	BACS
	£88.80


10.
County Councillor's Report: 

· Surface dressing completed.  Money also going on heavy patching.
· Hobart High school results were the same as last year (most schools results dropped this year due to revision of marking).

· County Council is £17 million short so they are discussing possible increase in council tax or cutbacks.

· Wherryman’s Way, Norfolk trails are repairing Chedgrave to Hardley floods with Broads Authority. (will mean bringing in more soil and replacing a bridge). Adrian asked if we could support the proposed work by writing to Russell Wilson at County Council, Parish Clerk to do this.

11.
District Councillor's Report: 
· Eastern Rivers Gym at Loddon (Jubilee Hall)  hired a container for storage which is causing problems.  Loddon and Chedgrave parish council have made a joint application for an extension to the Jubilee Hall.
· 3 areas of funding are available to us Derek Blake has £1000 a year to spend within 7 parishes so any small projects of £200-£300 can be considered; the Second is the Eastern Rivers neighbourhood fund which is larger at up to approx £20,000 and the third is the Market Town Initiative which includes Loddon, Chedgrave and surrounding are up to approx £500,000 in total.
· There are major organisational changes at South Norfolk.
· Planning, if you are aware of any designs being proposed encourage applicants to first discuss and refer to design team within South Norfolk.

· Long Stratton bypass, Legal advice is being sought and if land owners cannot agree a compulsory order may be imposed.

· Complete change for what goes in our waste recycling bins. Glass will be able to be put into Green bins. Road Show in Loddon on 26/09/14 to promote.

· Self build and CAB info left for circulation with the correspondence envelope.
12.
Police Report: Crime statistics for July:
	 
	Other
	Burglary Dwelling
	Burglary Non-Dwelling
	Crime Other
	Criminal Damage
	Drugs Offences
	Sexual Offences
	Theft from Motor Vehicle
	Theft Other
	Violence Against Person
	Total

	Burgh_St_Peter
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1

	Chedgrave
	2
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	1
	3
	 
	8

	Ditchingham
	2
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	5

	Ellingham
	3
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4

	Geldeston
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Gillingham
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2

	Haddiscoe
	2
	 
	 
	 
	2
	1
	 
	1
	1
	 
	7

	Heckingham
	5
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	9

	Hedenham
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Kirby Cane
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	3

	Langley with Hardley
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	3

	Loddon
	9
	 
	1
	 
	5
	 
	 
	 
	4
	3
	22

	Norton Subcourse
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Norton_Subcourse
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Raveningham
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Thurlton
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	3

	Thurton
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Toft Monks
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1

	TOTAL
	31
	1
	3
	2
	15
	1
	2
	2
	12
	8
	77


13.
Councillor’s Reports:

· Mr A Timmins received a complaint from a walker who had walked from Hardley Dyke but could not get past the Polo area of the Langley Abbey Estate due to barbed wire across the Wherryman’s Way.  It was agreed that he had probably missed the sign directing him out onto the road. 
· It was agreed that along with the letter to Norfolk Trails regarding the support we show for the repair work to the Chedgrave to Hardley floods path, that we enquire about ancient roads, right of ways and footpaths being re-instated (Helsmere was discussed).  Nigel will investigate footpaths within the parish.

· Mrs L Starman stated the defibrillator was being installed outside the village hall on 5/9/14.
· There will be a MacMillan coffee afternoon in the village hall on Sunday 21/9/14.

· Mr Sullivan stated that Langley Church was open during August for the Art exhibition which had over 800 visitors.  An outing to visit Langley Abbey and Langley Church to raise money for restoration of Hardley Church was deemed to be very successful.  It is hoped that there will be a concert in October.

· Three Rivers Race event on the Yare on 20/9/14, The windmill will be open with entertainment and refreshments.
14.
Public Participation: Tree Warden still needed, Carol Carpenter to e-mail the Parish Clerk a more detailed advert to be put out. Parish Clerk to advertise when information received.
15.
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 7th October 2014 at 7.30 pm in Langley with Hardley Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
PAGE  
Page 5

Signed: ........................................................................
Dated:     /      /

08 Mins 2 Sep  14




