Langley with Hardley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

held 7.30 pm Tuesday 5 January 2016 at Langley with Hardley Village Hall

Councillors present:
 Mr N Sullivan (Chair), Mr M Caston, Mrs L Starman, Mr A Timmins (Vice Chair), Mr J Wheeler & Mr R Watson
Also present:
Lisa Collins (Clerk)
Members of the Public: One
1. Apologies for Absence – Mrs F Kirkpatrick (holiday), Mr Barry Stone (County Councillor)
2. Declarations of Interest – Mr Watson declared an interest in item 7.3 as the applicant.
3. Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – None. 

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting.  

5.
Clerks Report:
· Chet News- Parish Council’s first quarterly update sent to Chet News for publication in February.

· Grass Cutting Tender- 3 Year grass cutting tender advert sent to Chet News and Contact Magazine with a closing date of 18 March 2016. 

· Parish Council Logo –‘Contact’ Magazine asked if the Parish Council has a logo to attach to future publications.  Clerk asked Councillors to consider this as it could also be added to Agenda, Minutes and letter headers.

· Notice Board – The old notice board is now in the new location in Hardley, this has been updated.

· War Memorial Grant Application- Langley War Memorial Small Grants scheme application for Langley has been sent.  The maximum support from the War Memorials Trust has been increased from 50% to 75%.  Hardley War Memorial will be sent following some further investigation.
6 
Correspondence:
· Wherryman’s Way Footpath Closure – Included in Correspondence is an update from Andrew Milner who believes Norfolk County Council (NCC) are thinking of re-laying rather than removing the plastic mesh on the path between Chedgrave Boatyards and Chedgrave Common.  An update from Russell Wilson NCC is also included in correspondence.  In summary Hardley Flood is a site of specific scientific interest (SSSI), Ramsar, Special Area of Conservation and Special Protection Area hence only when consent has been obtained from all relevant parties including Natural England, Broads Authority and Environment Agency can work start.  

E-mail received from Ken Hawkins Footpath Warden Dereham Town Council asking if we would support him in pressing NCC to organise and host an event on issues of concern to Parish and Town Councils regarding Public rights of way – all agreed to support
· Internal Audit – Arthur Morris from Civic Risk is retiring shortly and will be unable to carry out this years internal Audit.  He has recommended Adepta in Bramerton.  Clerk has contacted them for a quote and seeks permission to go ahead if the cost is similar or less – All agreed.
· Loddon & District Business Association- An invitation to attend the Executive Committee Meeting on Monday 11 January 2016.

Full list and correspondence circulated following the meeting. 
7
Planning:

7.1 Information only Application & Decision: No objections raised – South Norfolk Council 2015/2724 Works to trees in a Conservation Area.  Land North of Langley Cottage Langley Street, Langley, Norfolk.  T1-4x poplars to fell ground level. T2- Ash to fell to ground level.  T3- Ash to fell to ground level.  Information only, works to trees in Conservation Area.
7.2 Application: Broads Authority BA/2015/0400 HOUSEH.  Mr and Mrs Ellis 1 Westgate Farm Cottages Hardley Street, Hardley, Norfolk – Two storey side extension.  All agreed Approved, no objections were raised.
7.3 Amended Application: South Norfolk Council 2015/2095 Staithe Farm Langley Street, Langley NR16 6AD Replace windows, replace door corner posts and removal of cement render to north and south gables.  (Listed Building consent) – Description changed to include removal of render from north and south gables and inclusion of 4 front windows.  All agreed Approved Improvement to property.
8.  Finance: 
8.1 To set Budget and Precept for financial year 2016/2017 – South Norfolk District Council have reduced the grant from £742 to £488 a difference of £254.  It was agreed not to pass this on to the Parishioners and not increase the precept.  It is important to ensure we do not overspend and to make as much use of grants available.
8.2 Quarterly Bank Reconciliation: Bank Statements were checked and in order.
8.3 Quarterly Budget v Actual: All Parish Councillors viewed prepared document and were satisfied spending to date and the end of the year forecast is within budget.
8.4 The following payments were approved:

	LwH Village Hall
	Rent 
	100879
	£20.00

	UK Power Networks
	Playing Field Wayleave
	INCOME
	£18.51

	Dean Baldry
	Removal and Installation of Notice Board in new location
	BACS
	£165


· Account Balances at 5 January 2016
· Current Account: £2160.46
· Savings Account : £5810.17
· Playground Account: £351.44
9.  Police Report: Not available until further notice.  Some details can be found on                                                   www.norfolk.police.uk/aboutus/yourrighttoinformation/streetlevelcrime.aspx
10.  County Councillors Report: None
11.  District Councillors Report: 
Mr Jaan Larner introduced himself as recently appointed District Councillor.  He is a Solicitor and lives in Stoke Holy Cross.  He is happy for anyone to contact him directly and let him know how he can help.

12.  Tree Wardens Report: None
13.  Parish Councillors Report’s: 
· Mr Timmins fed back data from the Vehicle Activated Sign which has been opposite Langley Abbey monitoring traffic heading towards Norwich for the second time.  The 85th percentile is 37.1mph.  Full information is available from Mr Timmins on request.  
· The Adnams Playground bid is due to be looked at shortly, no news to date.
· Mrs Starman reported a missing Byway sign in the dip of Gentleman’s Walk – Clerk to report it missing.  
· Mr Sullivan reported the signpost by the War Memorial as broken– Clerk to report.  After discussion it is suspected the War Memorial sign is broken following another road traffic accident on the War Memorial bend.  Clerk to notify Highways of the lack of signage of the approaching the bend and speed limit from Langley School.

· Mrs Starman reported the Rag bags box will be removed.

· Mrs Starman asked if we were going to celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday in June, Clerk asked to put this on the next Agenda for discussion

· Mrs Starman stated the Youth Club has closed and are donating £200 to the playground fund and a sum to the Norwich and Norfolk Hospital Children’s ward.

· Mr Caston commented that the old notice board in the new site is in a good position.

· Mr Caston asked if it was felt the Vehicle Activated Sign was of use.  All agreed that it made motorists aware, however it was felt that the 40mph limit is too high through the Parish. Clerk to raise this with Highways again.
· Mr Wheeler reported the amount of pot holes particularly on Staithe Road.  Mr Jaan Larner agreed to take this forward.
· Mr Sullivan asked the Councillors to think about the BT Phone box.  Shelves need putting up and leaflet racks sought. It is likely to be used as a library and tourist information. Clerk to ask Loddon tourist Information if they have any racks available.
· Mr Sullivan has produced 200 of the flyers for the leaflet drop and asked Mr Timmins if he wanted the Playground questionnaire to be delivered at the same time.  Mr Timmins to forward the questionnaire to Mr Sullivan for copying.
15.  Public Participation: 
Mud on the roads is an issue.  When requested by a Parishioner they were swept by the farm, however the equipment they are using is too wide for the road and were soon again covered in mud.  The Highways verges are wearing away from the large equipment - Clerk to report.  Additional cuts to improve drainage and avoid flooding on the roads are needed particularly on Gentleman’s Walk crossroad with Cock Road and near the War Memorial – Clerk to report.

16. Date of next Meeting - Tuesday 2 February 2016, 7.30pm.  
      The Meeting closed at 20:30
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